
Autism Council Meeting 
November 15, 2010 

Minutes 
 

Council Members: Terri Enters, Vivian Hazell, Joan Ketterman, Milana Millan, Glen 
Sallows, Brad Thompson 

 
Facilitator:  Kris Freundlich 
 
DHS Staff:  Julie Bryda, Bill Murray, Tracey Brent 
 
I. Public Comment 

a. Tim Markle, DPH, provided an update on the Combined Event held on 
October 21st in Stevens Point 

i. 94 people attended, with very positive feedback on the event 
ii. Next event: Community of Practice on ASD/DD on February 3, 

2011.  This will be a state wide video conference 
b. Recommended documentary—“Wretches and Jabberers” 
c. Recommended reading—“Autism Solutions: How to Create a Healthy and 

Meaningful Life for your Child” by Ricki G Robinson, M.D, M.P.H. 
 
II. Introduction and Announcements, Kris Freundlich 

 
III. Introduction of Council Members 
 
IV. Approval of Minutes 

a. Glen Sallows had a change to the minutes 
b. Terri Enters made a motion to approve minutes with changes noted 
c. Milana Milan seconded the motion 
d. All approved 

 
V. Achieving the best child outcomes possible-Julie Bryda and Bill Murray, 

Department of Health Services 
The Children’s Long-Term Support Waiver is due for renewal in 

September of 2011. CMS requires 6 assurances that need to be met in the waiver 
re-write including level of care, service plan, qualified providers, health and 
welfare, administrative authority, and financial accountability. 
 
 A question raised during discussion was how many hours of treatment are 
“enough.” Per waiver requirements, children must receive between 20-35 hours of 
treatment per week; however in the last review of the data, the average number of 
hours falls between 23 and 24. Travel requirements, line staff turnover, a paucity 
of qualified senior therapists, and school-aged kids are making it difficult to meet 
this requirement of hours. Researchers say that 20 hours is not enough, which 
raises the question of is this useful spending? The question then is how do we 
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know a child is not making progress and at what point do we stop treatment if the 
child is not benefiting? 

Efficiency and effectiveness was another issue raised by the council, and 
the point was made that younger children need intensive services sooner. The 
state wait list for intensive services keeps growing as well. Currently there are 277 
kids on the wait list, which is roughly an 11 month wait. Providers can feel 
pressured to take every child for fear of being criticized. Some families can be 
reluctant to change and are at times unwilling to work with providers. Some 
families envision outcomes that differ from realistic treatment outcomes. Council 
members agreed that if there is a good treatment plan, results should be readily 
visible. 

 
Another problem that has been growing lately is that some children 

coming out of three years of intensive services are having major crises and are at 
risk for out of home placement. More data and research is needed to make any 
conclusions from this as children can experience set backs for many reasons. 
 

All of the information discussed will be highly valuable for DHS when 
considering the CLTS waiver renewal in 2011. 

 
  LUNCH 

VI. Informative Presentation 
Paul Lane, Mendota Mental Health Institute, and Erin Sarauer, Winnebago 

Mental Health Institute, gave an informative presentation entitled “Children on 
the Spectrum Needing Emergency Services.”  Both Paul and Erin spoke about 
each institution and gave an overview of crisis intervention and long-term support 
options for individuals with autism and other developmental disabilities. 

 
VII. Workgroups Update, Bill Murray 

a. Transitions workgroup 
i. Would like to submit a survey to providers 
ii. Would like to get the number of children who have transitioned 
iii. Would also like the service coordinators’ feedback 

 
b. Staffing workgroup 

i. Due to technical difficulties has yet to meet 
 

VIII. Autism Council in 2011 
a. Meeting dates for 2011 are: February 14th, May 2nd, July 18th, and November 

14th 

IX. Updates, Julie Bryda 
There are currently no updates regarding the insurance mandate, DHS is 

waiting to hear back from OCI regarding the number of families utilizing the 
mandate. 
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There are currently 277 children on the intensive wait list, which is about 
an 11 month wait.  Each week, six children are taken off the waiting list, which 
averages roughly 25 children a month. Some providers now have wait lists of 
their own, which can further delay a child’s access to intensive services. Regular 
contact with DHS may help prevent provider delays; by giving a provider a heads 
up as a child nears the beginning of the list. 
 

The Council received handouts including: a budget update, Third Party 
Administrator updates, and the non-compete clause.  DHS is currently working 
with the Governor’s Office to get vacant council seats filled. 

 
X. Reviewed data provided by DHS regarding children participating in the 

Children’s Long-Term Support Waivers for autism services 
a. Currently on wait list: 277 

i. Next child to receive a slot waited since 3/11/2010 or about 8 
months 

b. Currently receiving intensive services: 891 
c. Currently receiving ongoing services: 1463 

 
XI. The Council adjourned at 2:30 p.m. 


