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Governor’s Autism Council Meeting Minutes 
Monday, November 19, 2012 

  10:00 AM to 3:00 PM 
 

Council Members: Nissan Bar-Lev, Vivian Hazell, Milana Millan, Pam Stoika 

Facilitator: Kris Freundlich 

DHS Staff: Susan Larsen, Julie Bryda, Bill Murray 

Guests: None 

Members of the Public: None 

 
The meeting began shortly after 10:00 AM. 
 
1. Welcome and Introductions 

Council Member Updates 
Nissan Bar-Lev - Informed the Council that he was made aware of families who are 
declining educational services so that they can obtain treatment for their child instead of 
academic services. He also inquired on the potential impact the Affordable Care Act (ACA) 
might have on autism treatment services within the Children’s Long-Term Support (CLTS) 
Waivers. 
 

Milana Millan – Reported that she received a phone call from a family in Eau Claire who has 
been struggling with the application process and the length of time the disability 
determination has taken. DHS staff clarified the application process so Milana can respond to 
this family.  
 

Vivian Hazell – Inquired regarding families who exhaust their insurance benefit and are not 
connected to the county waiver agency or CLTS waivers. Pam Stoika reported that Integrated 
Development Services (IDS) makes an effort to ensure a family’s insurance benefit lasts 12 
months. DHS is aware of providers that do not monitor hours to ensure services continue 
over the course of the family’s insurance benefit.  
 

Pam Stoika - Would like to revisit the autism treatment wait list policy and the goal to serve 
the youngest children first. This issue is related to Nissan’s prior discussion regarding 
families who choose to home school their children so that treatment can occur during 
traditional school hours.  

 
2. Approval of Minutes 

Vivian Hazell made a motion to approve the minutes from the Council meeting held on 
September 6, 2012. The motion was seconded and the minutes were approved. 

 
3. Council Updates 

Autism Treatment Wait List 
The Council supports the effort  to changing the wait list procedure to allow the youngest 
children to obtain treatment services at the earliest possible age. 
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CLTS staff will be meeting with Gail Propsom, the Bureau of Long-Term Support (BLTS) 
Director, to review the autism wait list options recommended by the Council. 
 

The Council will write a letter to DHS Secretary Smith recommending a change in the autism 
treatment wait list process to ensure that preschool children have rapid access to treatment to 
maximize the clear benefits of early intervention. 
 

The Council supports DHS efforts to manage the state wait list process for autism funding 
and would like to relay that information to the DHS Administration and Governor Walker. 
 

October 2012 Provider Meeting 
Bill reviewed the agenda topics that were discussed with autism providers during the October 
2012 meeting. 
 

The Department of Children and Families (DCF) presented on the licensure process for child 
care facilities under DCF 251, a collaborative effort with DHS to ensure an appropriate 
license is obtained for center-based autism treatment programs. 
 

Regional CWA Technical Assistance Sessions 
CLTS staff updated the Council on the technical assistance topics  discussed at the statewide  
sessions being held this fall. Summary data will be shared at a future Council meeting. 
 

Council Membership 
DHS informed county waiver agencies (CWAs) at the last statewide CLTS teleconference 
that the Autism Council is in need of parent members with young children who are receiving 
autism treatment services. 
 

Core Curriculum Update 
CLTS staff reviewed the Line Staff Training Curriculum Content standards for the Early 
Intensive Behavioral Intervention (EIBI) and Consultative Behavioral Intervention (CBI) 
autism treatment providers. This document was shared at the autism treatment provider 
meeting on October 10, 2012. 
 

Previously programs were offered at Lakeland College and were discontinued because 
students could not afford the training. Vivian is working with Fox Valley Technical College 
on parts of the training that may be offered without cost. 

 
4. Social Skills Training Update 

DHS updated the Council on ongoing issues with social skills training for children who also 
have behavioral concerns. Provider qualifications across multiple services are inconsistent 
and there is a concern related to the quality of the services being provided. Vivian is the 
representative working on this issue for the Council. 
 

Nissan Bar-Lev made a motion that DHS increase monitoring to ensure that daily living 
skills providers are not engaging in treatment activities. Motion raised for DHS to work on a 
solution to concerns regarding the content and qualifications of daily living skills provider 
training under the CLTS Waivers. Vivian seconded the motion. Motion approved. 

 
~ LUNCH ~ 
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5. Screened and Qualified Providers 
Wisconsin Provider Index (WPI) and Medicaid Waiver Provider Registry 
Sue Larsen updated the Council on the upcoming WPI system. The WPI system will require 
CWA verification of provider screening, training and licensure status, and will ensure 
compliance with federal regulations for qualified providers. 
 
When WPI is implemented all providers who are authorized to deliver CLTS Waiver services 
will need to register in this system. Once a provider registers they will be expected to 
maintain their registration data to ensure it is accurate and up-to-date. 
 
County waiver agencies will be responsible to: 1) verify required training and standards have 
been completed and are current 2) verify required Wisconsin licensure or certification is 
current, and 3) conduct a caregiver background check. 
 
DHS expects to launch this system in the first or second quarter of 2013. DHS will use the 
data obtained from this system to submit provider data reports to the Centers for Medicare 
and Medicaid Services (CMS). 
 

6. Council By-Laws 
The Autism Council By-Laws have not been updated since January 2006. The Council 
reviewed each Article: 
 
Article 1 - Possibly expand the mission and responsibilities of the Council to address 
individuals with autism throughout the lifespan. Issues should be updated to reflect current 
needs (e.g., transition issues). 
 
Article 2 - No change recommended at this time. 
 
Article 3 - List agency representatives instead of people’s names such as the Wisconsin 
Counties Human Service Association (WCHSA), the Office of the Commissioner of 
Insurance (OCI), the Department of Public Instruction ( DPI), a person with autism, a 
percent of parents who have children under the age of 22 years old. Section 5, Meeting 
Facilitation - no change. Section 6, Participation and Voting - allow voting by email in 
hardship situations. Change “phone” to “technology.” Add language that clarifies that all 
actions will be voted on by those members in attendance when a quorum is present. Section 
7, Public Comment - no change.  
 
Article 4 - Regular meetings - update cancellation policy (i.e., DHS and or support 
committee). Special Meetings - 24 hour notice is required. Section 3, Quorum change to 51 
percent instead of two thirds. Section 4, Developed according to open meeting requirements.  
 
Article 5 - Two to three members at the discretion of the Council with an annual election of 
members on the first meeting of the year. 
 
Article 6 - Reaching agreement - remove the word “collaborative.” 
 
Article 7 - No change 
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Article 8 - Amendments - Sue Larsen indicated the Birth to 3 Interagency Coordinating 
Council (ICC) By-Laws are also being updated and may have some suggested language for 
consideration. Two-thirds of the entire council is necessary for adoption of By-Law 
changes. 

 

7. Reviewed a draft letter to Secretary Smith regarding autism wait list concerns. 
Pam Stoika drafted a letter to Secretary Smith proposing changes to the autism wait list 
policy. She will email the draft letter to all Council members for their review and edit. 

 

8. BLTS Updates 
Sue Larsen provided the following BLTS updates: 
 

 DHS has submitted the 2013-15 biennial budget proposals to the Governor’s Office;   
no cuts to the CLTS Waivers or other programs within the Children’s Services 
Section are proposed at this time. 
 

 Foster Care Medical Home initiative is being implemented in the southeast region of 
the state. This is a joint initiative by DCF and DHS. 
 

 A Youth in Transition update was provided; more information will be shared at the 
next Council meeting. 
 

 IRIS (Include, Respect, I Self-Direct Waiver) is a new Section within BLTS due to 
the rapid growth and popularity of this self-directed program among consumers. 
 

 The CLTS Team is developing a separate CLTS Waivers Manual; issuance is 
anticipated in the second quarter of 2013. 

 
CLTS Waivers/Autism Enrollment Statistics: 
As of November 19, 2012 there are:  

 5,118 children enrolled in the CLTS Waivers 
 783 of these children are receiving intensive autism treatment services 
 1,653 of these children are receiving ongoing waiver services 
 434 children on the autism treatment waiting list 

 
The Council recommended that DHS provide data on how many children are receiving 
autism funding via the CLTS Waivers as a secondary source of funding due to the autism 
insurance mandate. 
 

Autism Council 2013 Meeting Schedule:  
 January 10, 2013 
 April 11, 2013 
 July 11, 2013 
 October 10, 2013 

 
Adjourned 2:15 PM 


