
Governor’s Autism Council Meeting 
March 5, 2012 

 
Council Members: Nissan Bar-Lev, Terri Enters, Vivian Hazell, Rose Helms, Milana 

Millan, Glen Sallows, Pam Stoika, Brad Thompson 
 
Facilitator: Kris Freundlich 
 
DHS Staff: Beth Wroblewski, Sue Larsen, Julie Bryda, Tracey Brent 
 
Guests: Jennifer Cardinali (Children’s Behavioral Health Services), 

Kimberly Nichols-Green (Beyond Boundaries of Autism), Savanah 
Ovans and Cierra Smith (Applied Behavior Analysts, LLC), 
Colleen Ryan (Childhood Autism Treatment Team), Suzanne 
Schultz (Fox Valley Autism Program), Jackie Vick (Partners in 
Excellence) 

 
Members of the Public: Julia Eyers, Brian Garlock, Tamlyn Graupner, Mike Rubin 
 
I. Public Comment 

Milana Millan shared with the council a copy of the “Bill of Rights for 
Behaviorally Challenging Kids,” which can be found online at: 
http://www.livesinthebalance.org/bill-rights-behaviorally-challenging-kids 
 

II. Welcome and Introductions 
DHS Deputy Secretary Kitty Rhoades was scheduled to give an update regarding 
the status of the Council. However, due to illness she was unable to attend. Kris 
Freundlich started the meeting by welcoming everyone. 

 
III. Approval of Minutes 

a. Vivian Hazell made a motion to approve the minutes from the November 
14, 2011 meeting. 

b. Milana Millan seconded the motion and all approved. 
 
IV. Bureau Updates — Beth Wroblewski, Sue Larsen and Julie Bryda 

a. Deputy Division Administrator Beth Wroblewski attended the first part of 
the meeting and shared several items with the Council. 

b. The Children’s Services Section, with the help of the Children’s Long-
Term Support Council, are in the process of updating the guidelines for 
the Family Support Program. No significant changes in the 
implementation of the program are to be expected. 

c. The Children’s Services Section has recently polled counties on desired 
areas of Technical Assistance (TA), and will begin rolling out these TA 
sessions throughout 2012. 

d. State, Tribal and County Income Maintenance Agencies determine 
eligibility for BadgerCare Plus, FoodShare, Medicaid and other programs 

http://www.livesinthebalance.org/bill-rights-behaviorally-challenging-kids


and manage their ongoing benefits. Starting January 1, 2012, most income 
maintenance is being provided by county agencies that are part of a group 
called an “Income Maintenance Consortium.” The goal of this change is to 
improve customer service and better manage enrollment services. Those 
affected by this change should visit 
http://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/em/IMR/ to ensure they contact the right 
office.  

e. On Tuesday, March 06, 2012 the State Assembly will be voting whether to 
lift the current caps on Family Care. 

f. The Children’s Services Section continues to develop a new wait list 
system that will no longer utilize HSRS (Human Services Reporting 
System), but will be web-based using PPS (Program Participation 
System). 

g. Sue Larsen shared with the Council that the Governor has re-appointed the 
Autism Council as a Governor’s Council, and that the Council will 
continue under the support of the Governor’s office. 

h. Breakdown of numbers: 
i. As of March 5th, 2012 there are 5,011 children enrolled in the 

CLTS waivers. 
ii. 823 of these children are receiving intensive autism treatment 

services. 
iii. 1,576 of these children are receiving ongoing waiver services 
iv. There are currently 361 children on the intensive in-home 

treatment waiting list. 
 

V. Presentation: “Demonstrating Treatment Efficacy to Parents and 
Professionals” — Cierra Smith and Savanah Ovans (Applied Behavior 
Analysts), Kimberly Nichols-Green (Beyond Boundaries of Autism), and 
Jennifer Cardinali (Children’s Behavioral Health Services) 
Several providers gave informative presentations on how their agencies track and 
report-out treatment effectiveness. Presentation highlights included data displays, 
online HIPAA complaint reporting systems, collaborating with schools to ensure 
effective services, and how agencies modify treatment plans based on client 
progress. 
 

VI. Presentation and Discussion of DSM-V Proposed Changes to ASD Diagnosis 
— Brad Thompson 

 An informative discussion was held with the Council discussing the proposed 
changes to the DSM-V (Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders, 
Fifth Edition) and the effects it could have on children. Council members voiced 
their concerns and made a motion to create a workgroup which will draft 
feedback on the proposed changes. Nissan Bar-Lev, Glen Sallows, and Brad 
Thompson volunteered to be on the workgroup. Bill Murray will connect this 
workgroup with the ASD Diagnostics Work Group that has been in existence at 
the Waisman Center. 

 

http://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/em/IMR/


LUNCH 
 
VII. Involving Parents, Ensuring Confidence — Colleen Ryan (Childhood Autism 

Treatment Team), Pam Stoika (Integrated Development Solutions), and 
Suzanne Schultz (Fox Valley Autism Program) 

 Several providers gave informative presentations demonstrating how their agency 
involves parents in the treatment of their children, with the goal being to help 
ensure parents are confident in the delivery of services. Highlights included an 
emphasis on understanding the stress parents often feel and how this may impact 
treatment involvement, and the importance of providers being transparent in their 
delivery of treatment services to help facilitate trust. 

 
VIII. Center-Based Programs — Jackie Vick (Partners in Excellence) 
 Jackie Vick gave an informative presentation on center-based programs as a 

location for the delivery of intensive autism treatment services. Highlights 
included helping Council members understand the schedules children have 
throughout the day, discussing opportunities for services to occur outside the 
center and in family’s homes, the benefits of center-based programs, and 
regulatory controls and quality assurance processes that are in place. 

 
IX. Future Meetings 
 The Council expressed interest in having a representative from the Department of 

Public Instruction attend the next meeting in order to discuss collaboration 
between schools, providers and families relative to ensuring effective treatment 
services. Bill Murray will follow up with DPI and Nissan Bar-Lev to explore this 
opportunity. 

 
X. Adjourned at 2:53 PM 


